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For over a century, the scientific establishment has ignored challenges to the theory of evolution.

But in the last decade such complacency about its scientific and philosophical foundations has been

shaken. As cracks in the Darwinian edifice have begun to appear, many are asking whether a

defensible alternative exists. In response to this growing crisis, a movement has emerged among

scholars exploring the possibility of intelligent design as an explanatory theory in scientific

descriptions of the universe. As Michael Behe has proposed in his landmark Darwin's Black Box, at

the cellular level there appears to be a high level of irreducible complexity that suggests design. In

this book Behe is joined by eighteen other expert academics trained in mathematics, mechanical

engineering, philosophy, physical anthropology, physics, astrophysics, biology, ecology and

evolutionary biology to investigate the prospects for this emerging school of thought. Challenging

the reigning ideology of materialistic naturalism on both scientific and philosophical grounds, these

scholars press the case for a radical rethinknig of established evolutionary assumptions.
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_Mere Creation_ (MC) is an advanced-level volume that should only be approached by serious

readers who have previously been introduced to Intelligent Design (ID); one should at least read

_Darwin's Black Box_ (DBB) before tackling MC. I think that the best way to explain what this book

is about is to explain what it is not about, and I therefore think it is necessary to first correct

misrepresentations created by some other reviewers. (So read the other reviews first to make more



sense of mine.)Most of the contributors are Old Earth (OE) or Progressive creationists, but none of

the contributors are deists (i.e., they don't reject the notion that God might break the laws governing

the universe). This does not mean that it is assumed in the book that evolution and intelligent design

are mutually exclusive concepts. Ratzsch's contribution, "Design, Chance & Theistic Evolution," is a

study of whether chance could be a method of design. He concludes, "Theistic evolutionists can

even take specific features of the cosmos, of organisms, as empirical evidence of design - design

built into the founding of the cosmos" (p.309). This does not mean that any of the contributors (not

even Ratzsch) believe in theistic evolution. Rather, he concludes, "although the gap between design

theory and theistic evolution is thus not as broad as generally believed, ... design theory has

available to it resources beyond the reach of theistic evolution" (p.309) (i.e., ID involves arguments

of postcreation design and intervention).At first glance, once might come away with the impression

that ID is essentially the same as the OE view.
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